
CAKE CISMA 
Free Hemlock Survevs: 

A Tree Worth Saving 

Michigan is characterized by many different species of evergreens that blanket 

the state's northern landscape. One of these beloved evergreens is the eastern 

hemlock (Tsuga canadensis). Hemlocks are identified by their grooved bark, short 

needles with silvery undertones, and drooping branches. Often found along 

ravines, hillsides and stream banks, the eastern hemlock offers habitat for 

wildlife and provides shade to water bodies, effectively lowering stream 

temperatures and increasing oxygen for fish and other aquatic species. It is 

estimated that there are over 100 million mature hemlocks in the Great Lakes 

State. Unfortunately, this beautiful tree is now under threat from an invasive 

species: the hemlock woolly adelgid (Ade/ges tsugae). 

The Threat: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 

Hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA) is a small insect that is obligate to hemlock trees. 

The pest feeds upon the stored energy reserves of hemlocks at the base of the 

needles. Over time, this action kills needles and branches, and can kill the tree in 

as little time as 4-10 years if left untreated. As adults, HWA are small, flightless 

brown insects. As young, the adelgid is recognizable in white, fluffy ovisacs at the 

base of hemlock needles during the winter months. Originally native to East Asia, 

HWA was accidentally brought to eastern North America in the 1950's; since 

then, it has spread throughout eastern North American and has decimated 

hemlock populations throughout the Appalachians. Now, it has made its way to 

Michigan, putting the state's hemlock population at risk. 

What Is Being Done? 
To combat this oncoming threat, The Nature Conservancy is facilitating a survey 

and detection project along the 500 mile eastern coastline of Lake Michigan. 

Surveys are performed primarily along shoreline areas, as the main vectors for this 

species are believed to be people and birds. Every Cooperative Invasive Species 

Management Area (CISMA) along the lakeshore is participating in this project. 

From November - March, the Charlevoix, Antrim, Kalkaska and Emmet Cooperative 

Invasive Species Management Area (CAKE CISMA) is actively taking requests for 

surveys, cost-free to landowners through this grant project. 

If you have hemlocks on your land and live within 10 miles of Lake Michigan, we 

are requesting permission to access your property to perform a free survey of 

your hemlock trees and confirm that Northern Michigan remains free of this 

pest. Please fill out the provided form and return it to the CAKE CISMA. With 

your help, we can preserve and protect Michigan's hemlock population. 



 
Hemlock Tree Survey Property Owner Consent  

  For the visual inspection of Eastern Hemlock Trees to detect invasives: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid and Elongate Hemlock Scale  
 

Property Owner(s) Name: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Complete Property Address (please include address number, street/road, city, county) and Parcel Tax ID Number  
______________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Complete Mailing Address: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Daytime Phone Numbers: :_____________________________ __________________________________________  
 
Email Address: ___________________________________________________________  
 
Tenant Name (if applicable): ________________________________________________  
Tenant Telephone: ________________________________________________________  
 
Special Instructions Regarding Property Access (landscape features, animals, gates, preferred access times, etc.)  
 
 
 

The undersigned Property Owner:  

Authorizes Charlevoix, Antrim, Kalkaska, and Emmet Counties Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area survey             
staff to enter and cross the above-described property (“Property”) from the dates ____________________________ to              
___________________________ for the purposes of surveying the Property for eastern hemlock trees and the presence               
of invasive species including: hemlock woolly adelgid and elongate hemlock scale, and for evaluating and reporting                
aggregate survey results to the public. 

Agrees that the information collected from the Survey Work on the Property may be shared by CAKE CISMA with the                    
Michigan Department of Natural Resource and the Michigan Department of Agriculture for potential analysis and               
reporting and can be made available in aggregate to the public for purposes of education regarding this project.  

 
       Represents that the undersigned owns the Property and has the requisite authority to grant the authorizations provided in  

this document, and does so without the need for approval from any other party, or in the case that any such approval is                       
required, that approval has already been obtained.  
 

The property owner agrees to abide by the above stated terms of this document:  

Printed Name of Proerty Owner  __________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Property Owner _____________________________________________________________Date _____________ 

 

Please email this completed form to: cakeisst@gmail.com or mail it to: CAKE CISMA 4820 Stover Road, Bellaire, MI 49615  

For questions or further information, contact us at the above or phone us: (231)533-8363 Ext 5  

mailto:cakeisst@gmail.com
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